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“Clearly an area 

of opportunity”  

The County office will 

be closed November 

11, 2016 for Remem-

brance Day. 
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Development Permits 
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On residential parcels, any build-

ings  that are larger than 100 

square feet, including a building 

on skids, requires a development 

permit approval.  

On agricultural parcels, farming 

and non-residential farm buildings 

are “deemed approved” and do 

not require a development per-

mit. Example of these buildings 

are pole sheds, Quonsets and 

shops that are used for the stor-

age and/or repair of farm equip-

ment and livestock. However, 

these buildings will still require 

building permits and it is still nec-

essary to ensure that you are 

meeting the County’s yard setback 

requirements for the placement of 

your buildings.  

All residents, including mobile 

homes and any buildings used for 

non-agricultural purposes, require 

a development permit.  

For development of commercial 

and industrial parcels, please make 

an appointment with the Develop-

ment officer, Dallas Logan.  

Most development permits take 

approximately 4 weeks for ap-

proval. If your development appli-

cation must go to the Municipal 

Planning Commission for a deci-

sion, it make take up to 6-8 

weeks to receive your develop-

ment permit.  

Development permit applications 

(and other forms) are available 

on the County website or con-

tact the County at 780-685-3925. 

Sparky saves lives 

Parents don’t let your children play with fire. 

Alarms give warnings 

Remember to check your fire alarms 

Know where to go if there is a fire 

You could live safe if you chose “safe” 

Daylight Saving Time ends officially on Sunday, No-

vember 6, 2016 at 2:00 a.m., when it will fall back an 

hour.  

Everyone is reminded to change the batteries in their 

smoke alarms. 

Fire Fighters encourage everyone to not only have 

working smoke detectors, but carbon monoxide de-

tectors as well.  

Change your clock change your batteries  

Sparky Poem-Written by Sarah Zacharias 



P A G E  1 4  

The Five Most Common Questions About Geophysical Exploration 

The five questions are: 

Veterans’ Week, Remember Them 
They are grandfathers, 

fathers, brothers, grand-

mothers, mothers, sisters, 

neighbors and heroes. 

Canada’s veterans-their 

courage, service and sacri-

fice have kept us strong, 

proud and free.  

Each year, in November, 

hundred of commemora-

tive ceremonies and 

events take place across 

the country to commem-

orate Veterans’ Week and 

Remembrance  Day. 

These are opportunities 

for all Canadians to recog-

nize the contribution our 

veterans have made and 

to honour those who 

made the ultimate sacri-

fice on behalf of Canada.  

There are many ways to 

remember and honour 

our Veterans by; wearing 

a poppy or attending your 

local Remembrance Day 

Ceremony.  

However you choose to 

remember Canada’s vet-

erans, be sure to share it 

with everyone you know. 

Together, it is our duty to 

pass our gratitude and 

keep their legacy and 

memories alive. This Vet-

erans’ Week, remember 

them.   

Am I obligated to allow entry? 

A landowner can refuse geophysi-

cal exploration. There is no ex-

propriation for geophysical explo-

ration, and the right of entry pro-

cess that exists for oil and gas 

developments does not apply. If 

landowner permission to private 

land is not granted, geophysical 

exploration cannot occur. 

The Farmers’ Advocate Office (FAO) has updated one of its flagship publications to help landowners 

understand their rights relating to geophysical exploration. Previously published under the title Seismic 

Operations and Landowners’ Rights, the new publication is called Geophysical Exploration and Landowners’ 

Rights. “Geophysical exploration is the process of determining if valuable mineral deposits are located 

beneath the earth’s surface,” says Jeana Schuurman, rural engagement and communications specialist with 

the FAO. “This new publication helps equip landowners to engage in negotiations relating to their land, 

and answers the five most common questions about geophysical exploration.”  Noted Below. 

How much should I be compen-

sated? 

“There is no legislated amount of 

compensation for geophysical 

exploration, so it is entirely de-

pendent on negotiations between 

the landowner and the permit 

agent,” says Schuurman. “ Land-

owners will also receive compen-

sation for damages caused by 

exploration.” The FAO does not 

advertise landowners on compen-

sation amounts.  

What type of notification will I 

receive? 

Any residents within 400m of a 

seismic line must be notified 48 

hours before geophysical explora-

tion will occur. Landowners can 

also request to be notified before 

a permittee enters the property.  

 

 

How are damages addressed?  

“Damages should be discussed with the permit agent after the program completes,” explain Schuurman. 

“This may include things such as broken fences, crop damage or rutting. The landowner and permit agent 

should inspect the land together and specifically document each of the damages. Details is important as the 

company will want to compensate for damages and then be released from that damage. A company will 

remain responsible for unforeseen damages such as flowing holes.  

What should I know about 

the impacts to my water 

well? 

Alberta Environment and Parks 

has required setback distances 

for water wells, but reduced 

distances may be used with 

landowner consent. Pre and 

post activity water testing is the 

best practice, but it is not an 

industry requirement. “We 

always recommend that land-

owners take the Working Well 

Workshop,” says Schuurman. 

“This can help you better un-

derstand your well and its abil-

ity to withstand geophysical 

exploration. 

To view the new Geophysical Explo-

ration and Landowners’ Rights publi-

cation go to 

www.farmersadvocate.gov.ab.ca. 



Farmers’ Advocate Office Panel Echos Farmers’ Advocate Office Advisory on Rental Reduction 
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A recent Surface Rights Board 

(SRB) decision makes an important 

statement about the unilateral re-

duction of surface lease rentals in 

Alberta.  

On August 15, 2016, the SRB is-

sued the decision Duel Energy Inc. 

v Gallagher, 2016 ABSRB 688 

(CanL11) In this case, the operator 

had submitted that they “only pay 

for leases with active wells on 

them.” The panel disagreed, stating: 

“Payment of compensation is not at 

the discretion of the operator. The 

Panel directs the parties to Section 27 

of the Surface Rights Act. When les-

sors and operators enter into surface 

lease agreements, lessors are entitled 

to five-year reviews. Compensation is 

to be negotiated—and if the parties 

cannot agree, “the party desiring to 

have the compensation reviewed or 

fixed may make an application to the 

Board for proceedings to be held…”  

“This decisions echoes a warning 

we issued earlier this year,” says 

Jeana Les, rural engagement and 

communications specialist with the 

Farmer’s Advocate office (FAO). 

“In March, the FAO issued an advi-

sory to Alberta landowners about 

surface lease rental reductions. 

One of our biggest concerns was 

that changes were made unilateral-

ly. The Surface Rights Act provides 

an opportunity for landowners and 

operators to negotiate in good faith 

on the five-year anniversary. Good 

faith assumes that the negotiations 

are going to be honest, fair, and 

engage both parties.”  

For more information, visit the 

F A O  w e b s i t e  a t 

www.farmersadvocate.gov.ab.ca or 

contact the FAO through the Ag 

info Centre at 310-FARM (3276) 
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AFSC Benefit Eligibility for Unharvested Crops  
Highlights: 

 Producers who cannot harvest a crop due to snow cover must detail unharvested acres on their Crop Harvest Pro-

duction Report.  

 Crop Harvest Production Reports are due on November 15, 2016. 

 Depending on eligibility, insured clients may receive Basic Unharvested Acreage Benefit and/or Supplementary Un-

harvested Acreage Benefit.  

Wet weather conditions throughout the 2016 harvest season are challenging the ability of producers to get crops off 

the field. If you have Annual Crop Insurance with Agriculture Financial Services Corporation (AFSC), you may be eligible 

for an Unharvested Acreage Benefit. Any clients who hold Annual Crop Insurance with AFSC must detail unharvested 

acres on their Crop Harvest Production Reports, must be filed by November 15, 2016. 

There are two types of Unharvested Acreage Benefits that a producer may be eligible to receive—the Basic Unharvest-

ed Acreage Benefit and the Supplementary Unharvested Acreage Benefit. When calculated, these advances are deducted 

from the final post-harvest indemnity. Insured producers may be liable to repay some or all the Supplementary Unhar-

vested Acreage Benefit if sum exceeds the post-harvest indemnity.   

 

Basic Unharvested Acreage Benefit  

The Basic Unharvested Acreage Benefit provides a payment of 25 per cent of the producer’s coverage on a per-acre 

basis for unharvested acres. The unharvested acres must be in excess of 20 per cent of the total insured acres for that 

crop. The advance covers the difference between the total harvested acres and the number of the eligible unharvested 

acres.  

Eligibility: 

 Crop Harvest Production Reports (including details of unharvested acres) must be filed by November 15, 2016. 

 The Harvest Production Report must show confirmation that a minimum of 20 per cent of insured crop acres were 

left unharvested.  

 Adjusted production, excluding unharvested acres, must be less than the total coverage for all insured crop acres.  

 AFSC must determine that unharvested acres were not a result of management practices. 

 AFSC must consider it impractical for the producer to have harvested the crop.  

 

Supplementary Unharvested Acreage Benefit 

If the Basic Unharvested Acreage Benefit is less than 50 per cent of the estimated Post Harvest Indemnity, a Supplemen-

tary Unharvested Acreage Benefit will be calculated and issued.  

 

Eligibility: 

 Crop Harvest Production Reports must be filed by November 15, 2016 (including details of unharvested acres). 

 The Basic Unharvested Acreage Benefit is less than 50 per cent of the estimated Post Harvest Indemnity.  

 

Note: An insured producer may be eligible for the Supplementary Unharvested Acreage Benefit without receiving a 

Basic Unharvested Acreage Benefit. Contact your local Branch Office for more details.  

 

For more information about the Unharvested Acreage Benefit, call the client contact centre at 1.877.899.2372, email 

info@afsc.ca or visit your local Branch Office.  
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PhoneTree System  

Driveway Snow Plowing Program 
snowplow services are re-

quired to provide proof of age. 

Special needs persons are re-

quired to provide proof of 

possession of a provincial 

handicap sticker. Fulltime bus 

drivers are required to provide 

proof of fulltime employment.  

Clear Hills County provides 

Driveway Snowplowing for 

senior citizens, special needs 

persons and fulltime bus driv-

ers.  

If you did not sign up last sea-

son and qualify, please contact 

the County office. 

All senior citizens requesting 

 Municipal Emergen-

cies such as water 

advisories etc.  

If you live in the County 

and have not been receiving 

the Rural Crime Watch 

alert phone calls and want 

to be added to the contact 

list, or if you receive call 

and want to be removed 

from the contact list please 

contact the County at 780-

685-3925 

The PhoneTree system 

provides FREE quick, accu-

rate information over the 

phone lines in the event of: 

 Natural Disasters 

 Evacuations 

 Disaster Recovery 

 Rural Crime Watch 

Alerts 

UPCOMING INVITATION TO TENDER 

2017 ANNUAL EQUIPMENT REGISTRY 

Tender packages will be available for pick up on November 21, 
2016 during regular office hours at Clear Hills County Office, 313 
Alberta Avenue, Worsley, Alberta. 

Available for pickup:  November 21, 2016 

Closes:  4:00 p.m. MST January 6, 2017 

 

For more information contact Ron Jensen; Public Works Manager 
at (780) 685-3925. 

 

When the temperature is –40 or below and it 

has not warmed up by 9:30 a.m., landfills/

Transfer Stations will be closed for the day. 

Please call the County office before travelling 

to the Landfills/Transfer Stations to be in-

formed of closure. 

Transfer Station Cold Weather Policy  

V O L U M E  1 4 ,  I S S U E  1 1  
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an 

interesting sentence or quote from the story 

here.” 
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Name:_______________________________________________ 

Parent’s Name: _______________________________________  

Phone:  ______________________________________________ 

Category: __Preschool __K-1st grade __2nd-3rd grade __4th-5th grade __6th grade & over 

Color the picutre and mail to the Clear Hills County office by November 15th.   

Winner of the September 

contest was  

Sarah Zacharias 

CONGRATULATIONS!  
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Christmas Craft Sale 
Everyone Welcome 

Saturday, November 12, 2016 

11 a.m. to 4 p.m 

Dave Shaw Memorial Complex 

 

Vendors selling a variety of crafts and other 

items 

For more information or to book tables phone 

Lucille at 780-835-5008 

Pat at 780-835-3778 

Hines Creek Arts & Crafts 
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Hines Creek Municipal      

Library  

Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday  

10:00 am—6:00 pm 

Located in the Village of Hines 

Creek office building. 

780-494-3879 

Bear Point Community  

Library Hours 

Monday through Thursday  

10:00 am—3:00 pm 

Worsley Pioneer Club  

The Worsley Pioneer Club hosts 

a  Seniors Social every Wednes-

day afternoon from  1-4 pm.   

Activities include:   card 

games, floor curling, and more. 

Join us for coffee and conver-

sation!  

Hines Creek Arts & Craft  

Meeting Room 

To book the room call Gail at  

780-494-3290 or 780-772-1155 

Hines Creek Senior’s  

Drop in Rental  

For bookings call: 780-835-1397 

or 780-494-2333 

Church Services 

Worsley Baptist Church                                    

Sunday School - 10:00 am                                

Sunday Services -11:00 am & 7:00 

pm 

Wednesday Night Service - 7:00 

pm 

Worsley United Church                                               

No Regular Services                                                 

Contact: Delores Hudak 780-685-

3862 

Cleardale Gospel Chapel                            

Sunday Service - 11:00 am 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 

Catholic Church                                                   

Sunday Service 1:00 pm  

 All Saints Ukrainian                                          

Catholic Church                                                      

every second Sunday  2:30 pm 

Lighthouse Fellowship                                    

Sunday Service   11:00 am                              

Pastor Mike Ansley 

Mighty Peace Cowboy  

Church 

Every 1st and 3rd Tuesday Service 

7:00 p.m 

At the Eureka River Hall 

Pastor Gary Henderson 

 

Worsley & District Library 

780-685-3842 

www.worsleylibrary.ab.ca 

Worsley & District Library, 

housed in Worsley Central 

School, offers library services 

to the public the following 

days: 

Tuesday & Fridays 

8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

The library is also opened be-

fore school and at noon hour on 

Mondays, Wednesdays and 

Thursdays. Please call ahead to 

confirm that the library is 

open. 

As this is a school, we ask that 

patrons check in at the school 

office prior to coming into the 

library. 

Your opinion matters to us. If 

you have read a book that you 

found particularly interesting 

and would like to promote it, 

why not drop us a line and tell 

us the book title, author, and 

what was enjoyable about the 

book. Your comments will be 

included on our library 

webpage at the address as well 

as on our Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/worsleylibrary  
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Box 240                                                                                 

Worsley, AB  T0H 3W0 

Phone:  780-685-3925                                               

Fax:  780-685-3960                                                              

Email:  nfo@clearhillscounty.ab.ca 

Allan Rowe 

Chief Administrative Officer  

Lori Jobson 

Corporate Services Manager 

Ron Jensen  

Public Works Manager 

Audrey Bjorklund                                         

Community Development    

Manager 
 

 COUNCIL CONTACT                                               

INFORMATION                                                                                                          

council@clearhillscounty.ab.ca 

Division #1— Miron Croy                                          

Box 1315, Fairview, AB   T0H 1L0                              

Phone:  780-596-2187 

Division #2—Peter Frixel                                                 

Box 552, Hines Creek, AB  T0H 2A0                              

Phone: 780-494-2467 

Division #3—Lee Svederus                                 

Box 37, Eureka River, AB T0H 1K0                 

Phone:780-685-2117  

Division  #4—Jason Ruecker Reeve          

Box  205 Worsley, AB  T0H 3W0                                   

Phone: 780-685-2144 

Division #5—David Janzen  

Box 179 Cleardale, AB T0H 3Y0 

Phone: 780-834-0197 
 

Division #6—Dan Fletcher                                  

Box 53, Cleardale, AB T0H 3Y0                                      

Phone: 780-835-0658   

Division #7—Charles Johnson Deputy Reeve                                     

Box 22, Cherry Point, AB  T0H 0T0                                      

Phone: 780-595-2294                                          

Fax: 780-595-2332 

Agricultural Service Board 

Members  

Brian Harcourt—Chairperson 

780-494-2231 

Baldur Ruecker – Deputy Chair                             

780-685-2546 

Charlie Johnson—Councilor                                    
780-685-2584 

Garry Candy—Member at Large                   
780-494-2055   

  MacKay Ross—Member at Large                       
780-835-0356 

Julie Watchorn—Member at Large 

780-685-3035 

Fire Trailer Locations  

Bear Canyon—Water Plant                               

NW 22 83 12 W6M                                    

Cleardale—Water Plant                                 

SW 11 85 10 W6M                                              

780-685-3670                                                  

Clear Prairie—Jim Evans                                                              

SW 34 87 10 W6M                                                

780-685-2610                                                     

Deerhill—Ken Knoepfli                                                     

NW 9 84 2 W6M                                                  

780-596-2259                                             

Eureka River—Lee Franklin                                                       

NE 24 86 6 W6M                                                

780-834-6080                                                             

Royce—Melvin Worobetz                                              

SE 16 83 6 W6M                                                   

780-494-3420                                              

Whitelaw—Bill Wald                                                    

SW 28 83 1 W6M                                                       

780-596-2121                                                  

Montagneuse Valley                            

Percy Stephenson yard                                   

SE 36 85 5 W6M                                                       

Jim   780-494-2458 

County Transfer Site Hours—October 1st—April 30  

All Transfer Sites are closed on Sunday  

Transfer Site Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Bear Canyon 
10:00 am 

5:00 pm 

closed closed closed closed closed 

Clear Prairie 
closed closed closed 1:00 pm  

5:00 pm     

closed closed 

Cleardale 
closed closed closed closed closed 10:00 am             

5:00 pm 

David 

Thompson 

closed closed closed closed 10:00 am                

5:00 pm 

closed 

Eureka River 
closed closed 10:00 am              

5:00 pm 

closed closed closed 

Hines Creek 
closed closed closed closed closed 10:00 am                

5:00 pm 

Royce  
closed closed closed 10:00 am          

5:00 pm 

closed closed 

Whitelaw 
closed closed closed closed closed 10:00 am               

5:00 pm 

Worsley 
closed closed closed closed 10:00 am 

5:00 pm 

closed 

mailto:council@clearhillscounty.ab.ca

