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Clear Hills County 

DON’T FORGET!  

Transfer Stations switched to  

summer hours on May 1st.  

The County office will be closed on Monday, May 22, 2023 for Victoria Day. 
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Clear Hills County  

• Council meetings are held on the second and the forth Tuesday of each month at 9:30am at 
the Clear Hills County office. 

• Policy and Priority Committee (Council as a whole) meetings are held as required. 

• Municipal Planning Commission meeting's are scheduled in the second and forth Tuesday of 
each month, as required. 

• Agriculture Service Board meetings are held on the third Tuesday of most months. 
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780-835-0731 or 780-835-8565 

Hunting Rate: $50.00/night + Boat 

Launch Fee of $20.00/day 
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Education & Senior's Housing Property Tax 

In addition to levying property taxes sufficient to meet the annual operating and capital budget re-

quirements of the County, the County is also required to levy and collect school and senior’s housing 

foundation taxes. Every year the province calculates, based on assessment value, the amount each 

municipality must contribute towards the public education system.  

Municipalities collect the education property tax from ratepayers and then forward it to the province 

for deposit into the Alberta School Foundation Fund (ASFF).  

What does this tax pay for? The education property tax supports all public and separate school 

students. The education property tax helps pay for instructional costs including teacher salaries,       

textbooks, and other classroom resources.  

Does everyone pay the education property tax? All property owners 

pay the education property tax (with some exceptions, such as non-profit 

organizations and senior’s lodge facilities.) People without children in 

school also pay the education property tax.  

Can I direct my education property tax to a private school? No.      

Provincial law, money collected through the education property tax can  

only be used to fund the public education system, which includes public 

and separate schools. Private school funding comes from 3 sources:    

provincial general revenues, tuition, or instruction fees paid by parents, 

and private fundraising.  

How is my share calculated? Your share is based on the assessment value of your property and 

the local education property tax. 

Where does the education property tax go? The money collected from the education property tax 

goes to fund Albertans’ priorities in education. The education property tax is pooled into the ASFF 

and then distributes among Alberta’s public and separate school boards on an equal per-student  

basis.  

All Separate schools in the province have opted-out of the ASFF, which means they requisition and 

collect property tax money from the municipalities directly. Any difference between what an          

opted-out board collects and what they are entitled to receive is adjusted so there is no financial gain 

to a school jurisdiction that opts out of the ASFF.  

When a mill rate increases, this does not         

necessarily mean the property tax amount will   

increase in direct  proportion, or vice versa. 

If a property’s assessment value has not           

increased, the mill rate is adjusted in such a way 

to lessen the impact of the property tax value.  

The assessed value is a separate calculation 

based upon many factors that will determine what 

the final tax levy will be.  

The assessed value is rarely the same as an           

appraised or market value.  

 

 

 

 

 

Clear Hills County Property Tax notices will 

be sent out the begin in May 2023! 

Deadline to appeal and pay your 2023 taxes 

is July 17, 2023. 
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 What are Mill Rates? 

The mill rate is the amount of tax payable per dollar of the assessed value of a property. Mill stands 

for millage and is based on the Latin word for ‘thousandth’. One mill is equal to 1/1000th. The mill 

rate is synonymous with local tax rates in Alberta. The mill rate changes from year to year in relation 

to local property valuations (assessments). Assessments are based upon previous sales within 

Clear Hills County. 

Clear Hills County has 4 classifications of assessed property; Residential, Non-Residential,     

Farmland and Machinery & Equipment. Each classification is assigned its own mill (tax) rate and 

this method is used to determine the taxes that are to be paid on that property. Properties classified 

as Non-Residential and Machinery & Equipment are assigned the same mill rate, as required by 

legislation.  

Assessment Value x Mill Rate ÷ 1,000 = TAX LEVY 

For example: 

In 2021 a residential property is assessed at $100,000.00. In 2022 the property is taxed at a total residential 
mill rate of 4.4201. Therefore, the total tax payable will be $442.01. 

$100,000.00   ×   4.4201  ÷  1,000   =   $442.01 

Assessment 

Farm Properties- Farmland is defined as “land used for farming operations as defined in the      

regulations”, and is assessed based on its productivity level based on regulated rates developed by 

Alberta Municipal Affairs.  

Farm Buildings– Defined as “any improvement other than a residence, to the extent it is used for 

farming operations”. 

How is farmland valued for assessment? Farmland is assessed based in its agricultural use    

value. All farmland is rated on the basis of its ability to produce income from the growing of crops 

and/or the raising of livestock. The productive value of farmland is determined using a process that 

sets a value for the best soils, and then makes adjustments for less than  optimal conditions such as 

rocks, sloughs, or topography not conductive to farming practices.  

What is Rural Assessment Policy (RAP)? 

The Rural Assessment Policy (RAP) is applied towards a residence on farmland. Based on the    

assessment value of the farmland, a residence located on that farmland is partially exempted from 

assessment. The land and/or residence must be privately owned by the same owner leased from 

the province or municipality. Land that is leased by private landowners does not qualify for an      

exemption. The maximum exemption that a residence can receive on its assessment is $61,540. 

Any additional residences on the farmland may receive an exemption of up to $30,770. 

Example: A farmer has a house with an assessment of $200,000 and 6 quarters of land with a total            

assessment of $120,000. The farmer would qualify to receive the maximum RAP exemption towards his    

residence assessment.  

$200,000—$61,540= $138,460 taxable assessment on the residence.  

*The RAP exemption amount will appear on your tax assessment notice for the purpose of     

providing a total assessment value of the property. It is not included in the taxable assess-

ment total of the property, as it is a tax exempt value.  
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Do you need a Development Permit? 

Development Permits are required in Clear Hills County pursuant to the Clear Hills County Land 

Use Bylaw. A Development Permit ensures that the proposed use of the land does not conflict with     

surrounding uses and that the proposed development is set back the appropriate distances from the 

property lines and roadways, located in a safe location (not too close to water bodies or oil and gas 

facilities etc.)  

When you are planning to construct a new building, structurally renovate an existing building, or 

change the use of your property, you will need a development permit.  

The Clear Hills County Land Use Bylaw also details development NOT requiring a permit. A few 

common ones are: 

• Any farm use building, shed, dugout (located at least 40.8m/134 feet from the road right-of-

way) or minor accessory use that otherwise conforms with the provisions of the Land Use     

Bylaw.  

• Minor repair or maintenance to a building (provided there are no structural changes). 

• The erection or repair of a fence that is less than 1 meter (3 feet) in height in front yards and 2 

meters (6 feet) in height in rear and side yards.  

• Decks (provided they have no walls or roof and are less than .6 meter (2 feet) from the ground 

level.  

• Accessory buildings (sheds etc.) under 9.29m
2
 that do not have a foundation.   

Development Permit Application forms are available at the County office or on the website. Contact 

Shelby Giesbrecht at 780-685-3925 ext. 104 for more information. 
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Summer Driveway Grading Program 
 

Clear Hills County provides Summer Driveway Grading for Senior        

Citizens, once per season, during the summer months. Once signed up, 

you must contact the County to request the service. To qualify you must 

be 65 years of age or over, sign a waiver and provide proof of age.  

For more information or to request a form, call the Clear Hills County  

office at 780-685-3925 ext. 108. 

Are You Thinking of Subdividing? 

Mackenzie Municipal Services Agency (MMSA) provides subdivision services and is the subdivision 

approval authority for Clear Hills County. The processing of the subdivision application is mainly 

legislated by the Municipal Government Act and the Subdivision Regulations. The agency provides 

clients with a streamlined process thus ensuring that all facets of the subdivision process are com-

pleted in a timely manner.  

Subdivision applications are available at the County office or on the MMSA website: 

http://mmsa.ca/services/subdivision-authority 

Phone: 780-338-3862 

Email: info@mmsa.ca 

 

Fire Permit and Burn Notice 

Fire Permits are required for all burning outside of the Non-Permit area (with the exclusion of  camp-

fires) from April 1st to October 31st each year. 

To get your FREE fire permit, please call one of the following Sustainable Resource Development 

Offices, Peace River 780-624-6190 or Fairview 780-835-7200 

To know which area you are planning to burn is in you can call the County Office at 780-685-3925! 

When burning in the Non-Permit area, please call the County office with the location, date, and   

contact information related to the burn so that a Burn Notice can be sent out informing correct    

people of the burn. 

Now that spring is here please 
check all winter burns areas for 

ground fires. 
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Talent Show Winners! 

Ages 6 and under: 

 1st place– Hadlee Bean 

 2nd place– Raelyn Clemons 

Ages 7-10: 

 1st place– Aspen Peterson 

 2nd place– Heidi Gnam 

Ages 11 and up: 

 1st place– Olivia & Jocelyn Bean 

 2nd place– Sarah Bourke 
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Want to serve your community? 

Consider becoming an 

Agricultural Service Board member at large: 

Agricultural Service Board (ASB) – seeking 1 member of the public to join this board as a 

Member-at-large.  Appointment to fill this vacancy will end with the municipal election cycle 

(October 2025).  The ASB is formed under the Agricultural Service Board Act, and is an advisory 

board to Council in the development and promotion of agricultural policies that meet the needs of 

the municipality.   ASB’s are also responsible to administer and enforce the provincial agricultural 

related Acts, such as the Weed Control Act, Agricultural Pest Act and Soil Conservation Act.  

 If you live in Clear Hills County and are interested in applying for this Member at Large position 

contact Allan Rowe, CAO at 780-685-3925 or email allan@clearhillscounty.ab.ca for more infor-

mation or an application.   
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Janitor Needed! 

Position available for janitor/yard maintenance at the Worsley Pioneer 

Club. Duties include cleaning hall as required, lawn maintenance & 

snow removal on sidewalk, step & ramp.  

$20.00/hr 

Submit resume to Worsley Pioneer Club Box 153 Worsley, AB T0H 3W0 
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Many Islands Recreational Development Society 
Many Islands Campground Seasonal Site Lottery 

20 new seasonal sites (sites 43-62). The sites will be picked on a lottery draw on May 14, 2023, at 
which time you will need your lot choices picked out. First person drawn will have the first pick from 
the 20 lots. Second person will have the pick from 19 and so on until the 20th person is drawn.  
Available sites for the lottery are numbered 43-62 around the new loop!  
December 15th to May 1st the GATES to access Many Islands are locked. You will only be able to 
view the lots before December 15th or after May 1st, 2023.  
 
Lots are $500/season/per unit, you are allowed up to 3 units per season on your site, guests staying 
with you in their own unit are $20.00 per night camping fee.  
Picnic tables and fire pits are not supplied by MIRDS, anything brought in will be required to be    
removed at the end of the season. Just a reminder that these new sites will be as is and the         
responsibility of the lot holder to develop them within the Many Islands guidelines. 
 
If you are interested, in applying for this lottery a COMPLETED FORM must be filled out and 
emailed to manyislandscampground@gmail.com (WE WILL NOT ACCEPT YOUR                  
APPLICATION WITHOUT A COMPLETED FORM) You can access the form on our website  
https://manyislandscampground.ca/pages/seasonal-sites or by contacting   
manyislandscampground@gmail.com 

IMPORTANT DATES! 
DEADLINE TO APPLY: MAY 10, 2023  DRAW DATE: MAY 14, 2023 

GATE CLOSED: DECEMBER 15, 2022 – MAY 1, 2023 

https://manyislandscampground.ca/pages/seasonal-sites?fbclid=IwAR3Kp9Ru7uZcNZLxj9_HWBiegBJzP__P0JIcYHC3NdHd2PqW6Mb_UwyoM8Q
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Do you have livestock? 

Are you aware of the VSI (Veterinarian Services Incorporated) Program? 

 Aids in the development of livestock expansion with a long term goal of the producer and           

veterinarian services sustainability.  

 The VSI program supplies a cost-share support to livestock producers, whereby Clear Hills County 

covers 50% of the cost eligible veterinary procedures.  

 Membership is $52.50 for a five year term. 

Do you know the County has a BSE Testing Incentive Program? 

The BSE testing program is to encourage producers to participate in BST Testing and assist in    

realizing the target of 30,000 beef cattle annually being tested to keep Canada’s status as a       

controlled BSE risk country.  

Eligibility: must be a VSI member and resident/landowner in Clear Hills County with livestock.  

Restrictions: Only Veterinarian Clinics (and livestock owners) will have access to the BSE test re-

sults.  

Process: VSI services provides the County with a list of members that had beef cattle tested in the 

quarterly report. The County then pays the member. The 20022/2023 incentive is $125/animal.  

For more information, call 780-685-3925 ext. 108 or email community@clearhillscounty.ab.ca 

Agricultural Service 

Board Members  

Brian Harcourt—780-494-2231 

Baldur Ruecker – 780-685-2546 

David Janzen-780-834-0197 

Jason Ruecker-780-835-0398 

Garry Candy—780-494-2055   

Ron Jensen—780-835-0020 

Julie Watchorn—780-685-3035 
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April Winner: 

LeRoy Noble 

Name:_______________________________________________ 

Parent’s Name: _______________________________________  

Phone:  ______________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:         

Category: __Preschool __K-1st grade __2nd-3rd grade __4th-5th grade __6th grade & over 

Color the picture and mail it to the Clear Hills County office by May 15.   
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Hines Creek Municipal 

Library  

Monday 10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, Wednesday and  

Thursday 10 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Located in the Village of Hines 

Creek office building. 

780-494-3879 

Bear Point Community  

Library 

Monday-Friday  

10:30 a.m. -2 p.m. 

Hines Creek Arts & 

Craft Meeting Room 

To book the room call          

Olive Hrab  780-494-2255 

Hines Creek Senior’s  

Drop in Rental  

For bookings call:  

780-494-3879 

Church Services 

Worsley Baptist Church                                    

Sunday School - 10 a.m.                                

Sunday Services  

11 a.m. & 7 p.m. 

Wednesday Night Service  

7 p.m. 

Cleardale Gospel Chapel                            

Sunday Service 11 a.m. 

Immaculate Heart of Mary 

Parish Catholic Church                                                   

Sunday Service 1 p.m.  

 All Saints Ukrainian                                          

Catholic Church                                                      

Every second Sunday   

2:00 p.m. 

Lighthouse Christian        

Fellowship                                    

Sunday Service 11 a.m.                               

Worsley & District        

Library 

www.worsleylibrary.ab.ca 

780-685-3842 

Facebook:                     

www.facebook.com/

WorsleyLibrary 

Located in the Worsley Central 

School, we offer library        

services to the public by       

appointment Monday to Friday 

1 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

We offer free library           

memberships that gives access 

to books, movies, audiobooks, 

and computers in the library, 

plus access to books and 

eBooks from around the     

province through 

www.tracpac.ab.ca as well as 

eBooks, audiobooks, movies, 

etc. from online apps 

(Overdrive, Hoopla, etc.) Worsley Pioneer 

Club 

New Members Welcome 

Cards Wednesday                  

1 p.m. - 4 p.m.at the Worsley    

Pioneer Club Hall 

For rental information call: 

Sandra Wasylciw: 

780-834-7363 

Come and enjoy an afternoon 

of visiting.  

Menno Simons        

Community Library  

Tuesday  

8:30 a.m. - 8 p.m. 

Wednesday & Thursday 

8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Closed Monday & Friday  

Contact the librarian at        

780-685-2340 during Public 

Hours for more information. 
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Lots for Sale!!  

Hamlets of Worsley and Cleardale 

To inquire call Lori at 780-685-3925 ext. 105 

Clear Hills County has a Special Event Grant          

Program!  

To enable, encourage and assist Clear Hills County not-for-profit 

arts, culture, and heritage organizations to produce or enhance 

multi-faceted arts, cultural and/or heritage events. To be considered 

for funding under this category, the organization must meet the   

eligibility criteria:  

-Organization must be a Clear Hills County-based, not-for-profit; 

must have been registered as a Society for one year under the 

Societies Act, Libraries Act, or Agricultural Act.  

For more information visit our website or email                 

bonnie@clearhillscounty.ab.ca  

 REMINDER!  

Please remember when sending                  

E-Transfers to the County that you must 

include an account number or description 

of where the funds are to be put towards! 

Failure to do so may result in delay in     

processing and finance charges. 

payments@clearhillscounty.ab.ca 

Clear Hills County Calendars 

To get your picture included in the 2024 calendar, enter 

the County photo contest by emailing your photos to 

 bonnie@clearhillscounty.ab.ca 



47 

 

Fire Trailer Locations  

Bear Canyon—Water Plant  NW 22 83 12 W6M      

Cleardale—Water Plant  SW 11 85 10 W6M                                       

780-685-3670                                                   

Clear Prairie—Kade Helgesen SW 34 87 10 W6M                                                

780-835-9569                                                      

Deerhill—Ken Knoepfli NW 9 84 2 W6M                                                  

780-596-2259                                              

Eureka River—Lee Franklin NE 24 86 6 W6M                                                

780-834-6080                                                              

Royce—Melvin Worobetz SE 16 83 6 W6M                                                   

780-494-3420                                               

Whitelaw—Bill Wald SW 28 83 1 W6M                                                       

780-596-2121                                                   

Montagneuse Valley — Jim Stephenson SE 36 85 5 W6M                                                      

780-494-2458 

Clear Hills County Councilors 

2021-2025 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Emergency Contact Phone Numbers 

Police, Fire, Ambulance- 911        

Health link (non-emergency)- 811 

Report-A- Poacher- 1-800-642-3800 

Wildfire-310-FIRE (3473) 

We Welcome Your Feedback! 

Clear Hills County newsletter is a free publication available to ratepayers.   

Current issues of the newsletter are available free of charge at the County 

office or can be viewed online at www.clearhillscounty.ab.ca. We are happy to 

list  festivals, fairs, fundraisers, reunion’s and other community events.  

You can contact us with questions, comments, or with what you would like 

advertised at info@clearhillscounty.ab.ca.  

Danae Walmsley (Division 1)   

Box 24, Bluesky, AB, T0H 0J0 

Cell: 780-834-8315  Email danaewalmsley@outlook.com 

Susan Hansen (Division 2) 

Box 608, Hines Creek, AB, T0H 2A0 

Cell: 780-834-7977 Emailsusan-hansen@live.com 

Amber Bean (Division 3) Reeve 

Box 596, Hines Creek, AB T0H 2A0 

Cell: 780-834-8871 Email:True_North_Strong@outlook.com 

Jason Ruecker (Division 4)  

Box 205, Worsley, AB T0H 3W0 

Cell:780-835-0398 Email: jj_ruecker@hotmail.com 

David Janzen (Division 5) Deputy Reeve 

Box 179, Cleardale, AB T0H 3Y0 

Cell: 780-834-0197 Email denovember5@gmail.com 

Abram Giesbrecht (Division 6)  

Box 18, Cleardale, AB T0H 3Y0 

Cell:780-834-7369 Email Abeg87@hotmail.com 

Nathan Stevenson (Division 7) 

Box 52, Bear Canyon, AB, T0H 0B0 

Cell: 250-719-9557 Email Nathan.stevenson1979@gmail.com 

 

Agricultural Service Board  

Members  
 

Baldur Ruecker – 780-685-2546 

David Janzen-780-834-0197 

Jason Ruecker-780-835-0398 

Garry Candy—780-494-2055 

Ron Jensen—780-835-0020 

Julie Watchorn—780-685-3035 

mailto:danaewalmsley@outlook.com
mailto:susan-hansen@live.com
mailto:True_North_Strong@outlook.com
mailto:jj_ruecker@hotmail.com
mailto:denovember5@gmail.com
mailto:Abeg87@hotmail.com
mailto:Nathan.stevenson1979@gmail.com
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County Transfer Site Hours 

May 1st—September 30  

All Transfer Sites are closed on Sunday  

Transfer Site Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Bear  

Canyon 

12 p.m. -    

8 p.m. 

closed closed closed closed closed 

Clear Prairie 
closed closed closed 4 p.m. -       

8 p.m.     

closed closed 

Cleardale 
closed 11 a.m. -   

3 p.m. 

closed closed closed 12 p.m. -    

8 p.m. 

David  

Thompson 

closed closed closed closed 12 p.m. -    

8 p.m. 

closed 

Eureka River 
closed closed 12 p.m. -    

8 p.m. 

closed closed closed 

Hines Creek 
closed closed closed closed closed 8 a.m.  -   

5 p.m. 

Royce  
closed closed closed 12 p.m. -    

8 p.m. 

closed closed 

Whitelaw 
closed closed closed closed closed 12 p.m. -    

8 p.m. 

Worsley 
closed 4 p.m. -       

8 p.m.     

closed closed 12 p.m. -    

8 p.m. 

closed 

TRANSFER STATION LOCATIONS 

Whitelaw- SW 12-84-02-W6M    Eureka River- SW 17-86-05-W6M  

Cleardale-  SE 13-85-10-W6M   Worsley- SE 25-87-08-W6M 

Deerhill- SW 12-84-03-W6M       Bear Canyon- NW 15-84-12-W6M  

Royce- SE 11-83-06-W6M            Clear Prairie- NE 24-87-10-W6M 

   Hines Creek- SE 12-84-5-W6M 

http://www.clearhillscounty.ab.ca
http://www.clearhillscounty.ab.ca

