AGENDA
CLEAR HILLS COUNTY
AGRICULTURAL SERVICE BOARD MEETING
August 8, 2016

The Agricultural Service Board meeting of Clear Hills County will be held on
Monday, August 8, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. in the Council Chambers of the County
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MINUTES OF CLEAR HILLS COUNTY
ALRICULTURAL SERVICE BOARD MEETING
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, Worsley, Alberta

July 11, 2016
PRESENT Brian Harcourt Chair
Garry Candy Member
Charlie Johnson Council Representative
MacKay Ross Member
Baldur Ruecker Deputy Chair
IN ATTENDANCE Sarah Hayward Community Development Clerk
Aaron Zylstra Agricultural Fieldman
Al Fletcher Agricultural Fieldmar
IN REGRET Stan Logan Member
Audrey Bjorklund Community ' zvelopmer Man: jer
CALL TO ORDER Chair Harcourt called the meetingto o, 2re. .12 am
AGENDA
AG71(07/11/16) RESOLUTION by Deputy Thair  ~ke that this Agricuitural
Service Board adopts t* . age. "= gov. 'ng the July 11, 2016
Agricultural Service Bo: 4 meetit with the following additions:
7 b. Biomulcher
7 c. Canadian Be¢ 1. 'si.. “onfer :nce
7 d. Seven Ger -ation: Noris. CARRIED.
AG72(07/11/16) RESOLUT .in. ¢ 'ncillor yohnson that this  Agricultural

Service soard 1doj; the minutes of the June 13, 2016
Agrienltu; ' Se ,ice Board NMeeting as presented. CARRIED.

OLD BUSINESS

Activity Report T, Re g is presented with the Agricultural Service Board Activity
Repo
AG73(07/11/16) RF L. "";ON by Nember Ross that this Agricultural Service
oard accepts the July 11, 2016 Agricultural Service Board
r ~tivity Report as presented. CARRIED.

Glyphosa To.. »nt

WI-~at Resc  ‘ior, Administration is seeking direction in development of the resolution
to ban glyphosate tolerant wheat in Canada. The Board is presented
with the information on the previous resolutions.

AG74(07/11/16) RESOLUTION by Nember Ross that this Agricultural Service
Board bring back information on the health and trade impacts of
Glyphosate Tolerant Wheat to a future Agricultural Service
Board meeting. CARRIED.



AGRICULTURAL SERVICE BOARD Page 2 of 4
July 11, 2016

Regional Voting
Members Resolution

AG75(07/11/16)

NEW BUSINESS
Weed Enforcement
Rates

AGT76(07 ‘It

AGT77(07/11/16)

The Board is presented with a draft resolution recommending a
maximum of two votes per Agricultural Service Board at the Regional
Conference.

RESOLUTION by Councillor Johnson that this Agricultural
Service Board submit the following resolution to the Regional
Agricultural Service Board Conference:

WHEREAS weather related road conditions, location, timing,
other obligations and budgetary constraints results in varying
attendance levels from Agricultural Service -uc. '= to the
Regional Conference, and

WHEREAS the goal of the Regional .onferen. is 1 pass
resolutions of concern to the majority “the r- gion, .

WHEREAS allowing all Agricultural ¢ arc. =mb: s present to
have a vote can inadvertently —~~ultin “otio. .assing that are
not of concern to the entire reaiv,.  a

WHEREAS limiting the n -mber o -ting members to a maximum
of two would allow equr of repre- antation across the Region,

and reinforce tha' ... 2s ‘tions ' :ing passed are of concern
to the majority - the F. acer.. _ . Agricultural Service Boards.
THEREFOFP . % (« REoJLVED THAT PEACE REGION

AGRICUI ,URA 3Er "'"CE BOARDS REQUEST that the Peace
Regiona, ‘le< f Proc.dure be amended to a maximum of two
voti , an.. s per Agricultural Service Board. CARRIED.

= Bu. !is presented with recommended weed enforcement rates;

to = .atweed enforcement cost recovery is consistently applied

aminisuation is recommending that these rates be included in the
aunty Schedule of Fees & Charges Bylaw.

XESOLUTION by Councillor Johnson that this Agricultural
Service Board direct administration to draft a letter to Alberta
and British Columbia Peace Region municipalities
recommending that they control the weeds under the Weed
Control Act Regulations to stop the spread into other
municipalities. CARRIED.

RESOLUTION by Councillor Johnson that this Agricultural
Service Board direct administration draft a resolution for the
Regional Conference recommending that municipalities control
the weeds under the Weed Control Act Regulations to stop the
spread into other municipalities. CARRIED.
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AG78(07/11/16)

Biomulcher

AG79(07/11/16)

Canadian Beef
Industry Conference

Seven Generations
Workshop

AG80(07/11/16)

AG81(07/11/16)

REPORTS
Agricultural Fieldman
Report
AG82(07/11/16)

Board Repe -

AG83(07/11/16)

AG84(07/11/16)

RESOLUTION by Councillor Johnson that this Agricultural

Service Board recommend the following weed enforcement

rates be included in the Schedule of Fees & Charges Bylaw.
CARRIED.

Member Ross requested this be added to today’s agenda.

RESOLUTION by Wember Ross that this Agricultural Service
Board direct administration to bring back further information on
the cost of a biomulcher including the cost of a trailer to
transport it on. CARRIED.

Chair Harcourt adjourned for lunch at 11:42 a.m
Chair Harcourt reconvened at 12:14 p.m.

Chair Harcourt requested this be adde ‘o. * sagerda.

Chair Harcourt requested this b au. "to day’s agenda.

RESOLUTION by Deput - Chair 1 'ecker that this Agricultural
Service Board approve . 2 attend: ce of Member Candy to the
Seven Generatior . . 'ri.. "2p se inar on June 20, 2016 in
Grande Prairie, .bert: CARRIED,

RESOLUTY .. v _ outy C..air Ruecker that this Agricultural
Service “ sard ¢ .epr rinformation the discussion around the
Canadia:. "2ef ad Ina. stry Conference. CARRIED.

At . tme the Agricultural Fieldmen will have an opportunity to
. "=en.  =ir reports.

=ZSOLJTION by Member Candy that this Agricultural Service
« nard accepts the July 11, 2016 Agricultural Fieldmen reports
t¢ Information. CARRIED.

At this time the Board members will have an opportunity to present
their reports.

Member Ross: Attended Soil Health Workshop in Rycroft, Alberta.
Deputy Chair Ruecker: Attended Nitrogen Fixation Workshop in
Manning, Alberta and Soil Health Workshop in Rycroft, Alberta.

RESOLUTION by NMember Candy that this Agricultural Service
Board accepts the Board members’ written or verbal reports of
July 11, 2016 for information. CARRIED.

RESOLUTION by Councillor Johnson that this Agricultural
Service Board authorize the attendance of all available Board
members to attend Day at the Research Farm on July 20, 2016 in
Fairview, Alberta. CARRIED.
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AG85(07/11/16)

INFORMATION &
CORRESPONDENCE

AG86)07/11/16)

ADJOURNMENT

RESOLUTION by Member Candy that this Agricultural Service
Board authorize the attendance of all available Board members
to attend Pasture Walk Series with Kelly Siforyk and Karin
Lindquist on July 27, 2016 at the Grimshaw Legion in Grimshaw,
Alberta. CARRIED.

The Board is presented with correspondence to review.
Bill 6 Consultations & Technical Working Groups — (63-02-02)

Grassroots Article — (63-02-02)

3. Peace Country Beef and Forage Association — N “e Research
Farm — (63-02-02)

4. Peace Country Beef and Forage Associa*'~-1—  *ture Wi —(63-
02-02)

5. Alberta Farm Animal Care — Articl~- ™-07 )

RESOLUTION by Deputy Chea. ™ueci v tha .nis Agricultural
Service Board receives the "~forn.. '~ % Correspondence of
July 11, 2016 as present: a. CARRIED.

Chair Harcourt adi urn. "the ~=etir at 1:00 P.M.

CHAIF

‘Gt. "U.  IRAL FIELDMAN



Clear [Hills County
Request For Degision (RFD)

Meeting: Agricultural Service Board
Meeting Date:  August 8, 2016
Originated By: Al Fletcher, Agricultural Fieldman

Title: ACTIVITY REPORT
File: 63-10-02
DESCRIPTION:

The board is presented with the Agricultural Service Board Activity Report.

BACKGROUND:

The Activity report is helpful to administration and the board for tracking the status
of resolutions and directions from the board. Items will stay on the report until they
are completed. Items that are shaded indicate that they are completed and will be
removed from the list once presented at the current Agricultural Service Board
meeting.

ATTACHMENTS:

o Agricultural Service Board Activity Report

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

RESOLUTION by that this Agricultural Service Board (ASB)
accepts the August 8, 2016 ASB Activity Report as presented.

Iniiials show support - Reviewed by: Mianager: AgFieldman:




Senior Mlanagement Team Agricultural Service Board

Activity Report for August 8, 2016 Page 1 of 2

Budget ltems: o Completed Items:

CAO = Chief Administrative Officer CSM = Corporate Services Manager

DO= Development Officer AF = Ag. Fieldman

EA = Executive Assistant CDM = Community Development Manager
MOTION DATE DESCRIPTION DEPT STATUS

=]

March 18, 2016

AG48 (03/18/16) | RESOLUTION by Member Ross that this | AF
Agricultural Service Board direct administration to
arrange an Alternative Land Use Services (ALUS)
joint meeting with M.D. of Fairview No. 136 and
M.D. of Peace No. 135 in October 2016.

June 13, 2016

AG60 (06/13/16) | RESOLUTION by Deputy Chair Ruecker that this | AF
Agricultural Service Board requires all Agricultural
Service Board members to attend the Clear Hills
County Agricultural Trade Show and Farmers’
Appreciation Banquet.

AG62 (06/13/16) | RESOLUTION - by Member Ross that this | AF October RFD
Agricultural Service Board draft the 2017 Operating
Budget items based on the 2016 programs and
levels of service.

AG74 (07/11/16) | RESOLUTION by Member Ross that this In the works
Agricultural Service Board bring back information
on the health and trade impacts of Glyphosate
Tolerant Wheat to a future Agricultural Service
Board meeting.

AG75 (07/11/16) | RESOLUTION by Councillor Johnson that this Will be sent
Agricultural Service Board submit the following when cali for
resolution to the Regional Agricultural Service resolutions is
Board Conference: made for the
WHEREAS weather related road conditions, Regional
location, timing, other obligations and budgetary Conference
constraints results in varying attendance levels agenda prep.

from Agricultural Service Boards to the Regional
Conference, and




Budget ltems:
CAOQ = Chief Administrative Officer
DO= Development Officer AF = Ag. Fieldman

EA = Executive Assistant
MOTION

DATE

Senior ianagement Team Agricultural Service Board

Activity Report for August 8, 2016 Page 2 of 2

I Completed Items: _
CSM = Corporate Services Manager

CDM = Community Development Manager
DESCRIPTION DEPT

STATUS

|AG77

[ 07/11/16)

WHEREAS the goal of the Regional Conference is
to pass resolutions of concern to the majority of the
region, and

WHEREAS allowing all Agricultural Board
members present to have a vote can inadvertently
result in motions passing that are not of concern to
the entire region; and

WHEREAS limiting the number of voting members
to a maximum of two would allow equity of
representation across the Region, and reinforce
that the resolutions being passed are of concern to
the majority of the Peace Region Agricultural
Service Boards.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT PEACE
REGION AGRICULTURAL SERVICE BOARDS
REQUEST that the Peace Regional Rules of
Procedure be amended to a maximum of two voting
members per Agricultural Service Board.

RESOLUTION by Councillor Johnson that this
Agricultural Service Board direct administration
draft a resolution for the Regional Conference
recommending that municipalities control the
weeds under the Weed Control Act Regulations to
stop the spread into other municipalities.

AGT78

(07/11/16)

RESOLUTION by Councillor Johnson that this
Agricultural Service Board recommend the
following weed enforcement rates be included in
the Schedule of Fees & Charges Bylaw:

o Weed Pickers: $40.00

o Supervisor: $75.00

o Truck/UTV: Hour or day rate, whichever is lower,
as per current ARHCA Equipment Rental Rates
Guide.

Council — Aug
16, 2016




‘\Senior Management Team Agricultural Service Board

Activity Report for August 8, 2016 Page 3 of 2

Budget ltems:

Completed Items:

CAO = Chief Administrative Officer CSM = Corporate Services Manager

DO= Development Officer AF = Ag. Fieldman

EA = Executive Assistant CDM = Community Development Manager
MOTION DATE DESCRIPTION DEPT STATUS

o Administration Fee: 15%
o Travel to and from site will be calculated same

as above.
AG79 (07/11/16) | RESOLUTION by Member 'Ross that this Preliminary Info
Agricultural Service Board direct administration to in August 8
bring back further information on the cost of a RFD

biomulcher including the cost of a trailer to transport
it on.




Clear [Hills County
Request For Decisien (RIFD)

Meeting: Agricultural Service Board
Meeting Date: August 8, 2016
Originated By: Aaron Zylstra, Agricultural Fieldman

Title: OCTOBER MEETING
File: 63-10-02
DESCRIPTION:

The board is requested to reschedule their October meeting, as the regular meeting schedule of
the second Monday of the month falls on Thanksgiving Day, October 10, 2016.

BACKGROUND:

ATTACHMENTS:

OPTIONS:

1. Move the October Agricultural Meeting to Monday, October 3, 2016.
2. Move the October Agricultural Meeting to Monday, October 17, 2016.

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

RESOLUTION by that this Agricultural Service Board reschedule the October
Agricultural Service Board meeting to Monday, October 3, 2016 because Thanksgiving Day is
October 10, 20186.

RESOLUTION by that this Agricultural Service Board reschedule the October
Agricultural Service Board meeting to Monday, October 17, 2016 2016 Thanksgiving Day is
October 10, 2016.

Initials show support - Reviewed by: Manager: . AF: M




Clear [Fills County
Reequest For Decisien (RFD)

Meeting: Agricultural Service Board ifieeting
Meeting Date: August 8, 2016

Originated By: Al Fletcher, Ag Fieldman

Title: Land Roller

File No: 63-10-10

DESCRIPTION:

The Board directed cost and availability of 50 foot land roller be researched for
consideration as rental equipment. The Board is requested to provide further direction on
the type of land roller being proposed.

BACKGROUND / PROPOSAL:

AG50(03/18/16) RESOLUTION by Member Ross that this Agriculture Service
Board direct administration bring back information on 30 to 40 foot land roller to a future
Agricultural Service Board meeting. CARRIED.

The Board has been provided with a copy of the Rental Equipment Policy in today’s
agenda and it is attached to the Heavy Duty Disc RFD to assist in determining if this item
is in compliance with the policy. If not, why would it be beneficial to add to the rental
equipment fleet, and should the policy be amended?

Makes and models:
o Mandako — 3 Section: 50 foot, 13.4 foot transport width. Hydraulic wheels Aprox

130hp needed . Cost $48,500

o Degelman - 3 section 51 foot, 14 foot transport width. Hydraulic wheels. 150hp
needed. Cost $48,750.

o Rite Way — 3 section: 52 foot,11.6 foot transport width. Hydraulic wheels, Aprox
130 hp needed for the 52 foot. Cost $46,900.

Availability: Flaman has three 50 foot land rollers that they rent. Rent is by the acre. v

OPTIONS:
o Accept for information

o Recommend including $ in Year of the Multi-year capital plan
o Recommend amendment to the Rental Equipment Policy 6310

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

RESOLUTION by ....... to

Initials show support - Reviewed by: Manager: ~__ AgFieldman:




Clear [Hills County
Requesi For Decisien (RFD)

Meeting: Agricultural Service Board i¥ieeting
Meeting Date: August 8, 2016

Originated By: Al Fletcher, Ag Fieldman

Title: Heavy Duty Disc

File No: 63-10-10

DESCRIPTION:

The Board directed cost and availability of a 14-16 foot HD Disc be researched for
consideration as rental equipment. The Board is requested to provide further direction on
the make and model being proposed.

BACKGROUND / PROPOSAL:

AG51(03/18/16) RESOLUTION by Deputy Chair Ruecker that this Agriculture
Service Board direct administration bring back information on a 14-16 foot breaking disc
to a future Agricultural Service Board meeting. CARRIED.

The Board is also provided with the Rental Equipment Policy to determine if this item is
in compliance with the policy. If not, why would it be beneficial to add to the rental
equipment fleet, and should the policy be amended?

Makes and models:
o Kello-bilt 225 Series single 16 foot offset, $29,790. 175 HP needed.

o Kello-bilt 225 series single 14 foot offset, $28,360. 175 HP needed

o Kello-bilt 325 Series single 14 foot offset, $38,270. 200 HP needed

o Kello-bilt 325-3328 wide frame single offset, $41,455. 200+HP

o Frontier Tillage (John deer) DH5216 series, 16 foot offset Waiting on price quote.

Availabiity — Flaman, Prairie Coast and RME do not provide breaking disks to rent!

OPTIONS:
o Accept for information

o Recommend including $ in Year of the Multi-year capital plan
o Recommend amendment to the Rental Equipment Policy 6310

ATTACHMENTS:
o Rental Equipment Policy 6310

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

RESOLUTION by ....... to

Initials show suppori - Reviewed by: ifianager: ~ AgFieldman:




Clear Hills County

Policy Number

Effective Date: February 22, 2011 6310

Title: RENTAL EQUIPMENT POLICY

1.

2.

Policy S‘tatemenf:

1.1. Clear Hills County recognizes the value of utilizing tax dollars to provide
equipment available for rent to County residents, land managers and
agricultural producers.

Purpose:

2.1. To supply equipment for rent that would not be economically feasible for
individual agricultural producers or land managers to purchase and is not
readily available for rent through other rental agents.

2.2. To provide innovative tools and equipment for local agricultural producers and
land managers that promotes innovative agricultural management practices.

2.3. To provide tools and equipment that assist agricultural producers and land

managers to comply with their legislative requirements under Alberta’s Weed
Control Act, Soil Conservation Act and Agricultural Pests Act.

Responsibilities

3.1.

3.2.

3.3.

The Agricultural Service Board will recommend to Council a list of rental
equipment and a schedule of fees for equipment deposits and rental rates.

The Agricultural Service Board may recommend to Council to purchase,
replace, or liquidate rental equipment based on the three purposes in section 2.

Agricultural Services will provide the Agricultural Service Board with a list of
rental rates and deposits based on the following structure:

3.3.1. Equipment purchased to fulfil subsection 2.1 will have a rental rate to

recover capital costs and maintenance costs of that equipment;

3.3.2.  Equipment purchased to fulfil subsection 2.2 will have a rental rate to

recover maintenance costs only;

3.3.3. Equipment purchased to fulfil subsection 2.3 will have a minimal rental

rate to maximize the equipment use;

3.3.4. Deposits greater than the designated minimum amount will be double




Policy No. 6310 Title: RENTAL EQUIPMENT PROGRAR POLICY
Effective Date: February 22, 2011 Page 2

the rental rate of that equipment.

3.4. County staff will have knowledge of each piece of equipment and will inform
the renter of proper operating procedures and safety precautions.

3.5. Agriculture Services will conduct pre- and post-rental inspections of all
equipment to ensure equipment is in good condition, will operate properly and
is safe to use.

3.6. Renters will sign a rental agreement form and assume responsibility for all
costs associated with equipment returned damaged or not properly cleaned.

3.7. County staff will refuse to rent out equipment that is unfit and/or unsafe for use.

3.8. Agricultural Services will provide an annual report to the Agricultural Service
Board for a program review in February of each year.

4, Reference to Legislation

4.1. Weed Control Act
4.2. Soil Conservation Act

4.3. Agricultural Pests Act

5. End of Policy

ADOPTED:
Resolution C170(02/22/10) Date: February 22, 2011



Clear [Hills Coumnty
Request [~er Decision (RIFD)

Meeting: Agricultural Service Board
Meeting Date: August 8, 2016
Originated By: Aaron Zylstra, Agricultural Fieldman

Title: Invasive Weed Management Letters
File: 63-10-02
DESCRIPTION:

The Board is presented with three draft letters as requested at the July 11, 2016 meeting,
one to the City of Grande Prairie, City of Dawson Creek, and the other to the municipalities
in the Peace Region

BACKGROUND: :

Clarification from the Board is requested: The motion refers to all municipalities in the Alberta
B. C Peace Region, so that would be Prince George North in B.C. and Greenview north in
Alberta. The discussion around the letters was specific to the three municipalities above, so
should the motion be reworded, or is a more generic multi-municipality letter appropriate?

AG76(07/11/16) RESOLUTION by Councillor Johnson that this Agricultural Service
Board direct administration to draft a letter to Alberta and British Columbia Peace Region
municipalities recommending that they control the weeds under the Weed Control Act
Regulations to stop the spread into other municipalities. CARRIED.

An additional option is to request Council present the Boards concerns about weed spread
from B.C. and other municipalities at the next Interprovincial/lntermunicipal Committee
meeting. This is a meeting of the municipalities in Alberta and B.C. that share the provincial
border, and is intended to address matters of concern.

ATTACHMENTS:
o Draft letters

OPTIONS:
1. Recommend to Council that the letters be sent as presented/amended
2. Not proceed with the letters.
3. Recommend that Council include interprovincial weed concerns on the next

Interprovincial/lntermunicipal Committee meeting.

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

RESOLUTION by that this Agricultural Service Board request Council include
interprovincial and  intermunicipal weed spread concerns at the next
Interprovincial/Intermunicipal Committee meeting.

|Initials show support - Reviewed by: iManager: ) A AF:




CLEAR HILLS COUNTY

File No. 63-10-02

July 11,2016

Subject: Invasive Weed Management
Dear .

Invasive weeds are becoming increasingly pic <t with the increase of o, equipment and
movement of people.

Clear Hills County desires to mi the introduc . new and existing wuvasive weed
species within its borders, but thisn. ~2 in cooper. with surrounding municipalities.

In an effort to minimize the impact o vasiy. “son ou  -iculture producers and local
environment, Clear H*'* oty is requ  1g that “vof L o Creek control invasive
weeds as listed in * b “umbia v 1 Cr . 7ed Control Regulations, giving
particular attentio Scentles.  amomile eye Da...  centless Chamomile has been
recognized within .~ ~rders ol City-of L .on Creek and in the Prairie Coast Equipment
Dealership in Dawson !

'd

Equip+ e -are o. cular co 2SL  .quipment potentially carrying weed seeds
car -ansported a distan “m the eq.. at sale yard.

Thank . ‘nadvance for .  ent co, ration in this matter.

Yours truly,

Jason Ruecker
Deputy Reeve, Clear Hills County

Box 240, Worsley, Alberta TOH 3WO0 Telephone 780/685-3925 Fax 780/ 685-3960 Email
""Clearly an Area of Opportunity"



CLEAR HILLS COUNTY

File No. 63-10-02

July 11,2016

Subject: Invasive Weed Management
Dear ,

Invasive weeds are becoming increasingly pr. it with the increase ol ¢, equipment and
movement of people.

Clear Hills County desires to mi the introdu. . new and existing wuvasive weed
species within its borders, but thisn. | ~& in coopel. with surrounding municipalities.

Clear Hills County is requesting that th  -ace ..  "egional sict control invasive weeds as
listed in the British C'* "+ Weed Co. 1 Act, » “ontros ulations, giving particular
attention to Scentle ™ .. =2and Ox =D  Cun.momile has be recognized
along the highway the ~inthe. & Coast Equipment Dealership

in Dawson Creek.

Thank ve~ © " ange for +on in matter.

You ly,

Jason Ruecker
Deputy Reeve, Clear oy

cc: Peace Region Agriculture Service Boards

Attachment or Enclosure (if applicable)

Box 240, Worsley, Alberta TOH 3WO0 Telephone 780/685-3925 Fax 780/ 685-3960 Email
"Clearly an Area of Opportunity"'



CLEAR HILLS COUNTY

File No. 63-10-02

July 11,2016

Subject: Invasive Weed Management
Dear ,

Invasive weeds are becoming increasingly pr« -t with the increase ot ‘¢, equipment and
movement of people.

Clear Hills County desires to mi the introduc . new and existing wuvasive weed

species within its borders, but thisn. . ~e in coopet. with surrounding municipalities.

In an effort to minimize the impact o vasiv. “a on ou iiculture producers and local

environment, Clear Hi" nty is requ g that “vof U ‘e Prairie control invasive

weeds as listed in * we.  ed Con.  Act - I kegulations, giving particular

attention to Scentt ~ hamom. nd Ox-ey. Scentle.  .amomile has been recognized
- within the borders he City Grande . e, particularly in industrial lots that house

equipment for construc oilfie - agricultw.

Equin w o “eular . -rn as w. ‘nn,  potentially carrying weed seeds can be

trar ced a long a. = fron. aquipmen.

Thank .  madvance for. =ntco.  ration in this matter.

Yours truly,

Jason Ruecker
Deputy Reeve, Clear Hills County

Box 240, Worsley, Alberta TOH 3W0 Telephone 780/685-3925 Fax 780/ 685-3960 Email
"Clearly an Area of Opportunity"



Clear Hills County
Request [For Decision (RFDB)

Meeting: Agricultural Service Board
Meeting Date: August 8, 2016
Originated By: Al Fletcher, Agricultural Fieldman

Title: BIOMULCHER
File: 63-10-10
DESCRIPTION:

The Board is presented with some preliminary information on cost estimates to set up a portable
biomulcher for large animal carcass disposal.

BACKGROUND:

AG79(07/11/16)RESOLUTION by Member Ross that this Agricultural Service Board direct
administration to bring back further information on the cost of a biomulcher including the cost of
a trailer to transport it on. CARRIED.

BioMulcher specifications: 8000 Ibs  13.5 feet high

Requires power source: 100 amp (power source available or provide generator)

Trailer: Minimum dual, if generator (depending on size & weight) possibly a tri-axle.

Truck size: Minimum 2 tonne

Road regulation: Over 12 feet high so would require transportation permit each time it is moved.

Loading: Bio Mulcher is top loaded so a portable ramp to get loader high enough to insert large
animal carcasses, or set up on low boy with rig ramp.

Further information needs to be gathered on the approval process, if any, to operate a portable
large animal composter as well as the conditions and limitations around how the composted
material can be used, as set out in the following regulations and guidelines:

Alberta Government Large Animal Mortality Composting guidelines

Disposal of Dead Animals Regulation

Code of Practice for Compost Facilities

BUDGET/COSTS:

BioMulcher: $60,000 +

Generator:  $10,000 +

Hauling: Trailer: $15,000 - $20,000 + Ramp $unknown at this time
Lowboy with rig ramp $ unknown at this time

ATTACHMENTS:
Bio Mulcher brochure

OPTIONS:

1. Accept for information and take no further
2. Table to a future meeting for information on approval and operating conditions.

RECOMMENDED ACTION:
RESOLUTION by that this Agricultural Service Board

|Initials show support - Reviewed by: ¥ianager: AF:
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In 3-4 days your BioMulcher Organic
Waste Composter renders a fully
stable and easy to manage compost
product.

Steel vessel enhances biosecurity and
prevents pests, odors, flies, as well as
pathogen spread from farm to farm.
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Clear Hills County
Reguest For Decision {(RIFD)

Meeting: Agriculiural Service Board
Meeting Date: August 8, 2016
Originated By: Audrey Bjorklund, Community Development Manager

Title: Rental Equipment Capital Plan
File: 63-10-02
DESCRIPTION:

The Board is presented with information on the Rental Equipment and Capital Plan.

BACKGROUND:

Currently the Multi-Year Capital Plan includes the following items.

2018 — Portable incinerator for weeds $60,000
Following up on the use of a rental unit in 2015 the Board recommended the purchase be
moved out a couple more years, so that future costs of renting/outsourcing the disposal could
be tracked, and then addressed again.

2020 — PTO Water pump $25,000
The PTO water pumps the County maintains as rental items have been in service since the
80’s. The units require little maintenance, and this item was included as end of life will
eventually arrive for one or both of the current units.

BUDGET/COSTS:

Annually $30,000 are allocated to the Service Board for rental equipment purchases. Unused funds
are allocated to the Rental Equipment (Agricultural Services) Reserve

Currently the Reserve is at $151,154.50
ATTACHMENTS:

o Rental Equipment Annual Summary 2013-2015
o Rental Equipment list with rates

RECOMMENDED MOTION:
Resolution by..... that this Agricultural Service Board receive for information the review of the Rental
Equipment and units included in the Multi-Year Capital Plan.

Wow VeV ) A
Initials show support - Reviewed by: Manager: AgFieldman: wd//




Rental Equipment Annual Summary

Backpack Sprayer
Bale Scale

Ball Hitch (2" & 2 5/16" |
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Grain Bag Extractor ]
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Post Pounder |

=

Quad Mount Rope Wick |
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Rock Picker |

Roller Mill ]

Scare Cannon #91060254 \

Skid Mount Sprayer _[
Tables \
Tree Spade |
Wash Station ]
Zero Till Drills |

Totals rental(by month)




Clear Hills County Rental Equipment

EQUIPMENT | DEPOSIT AG RATE OMMERCIAL RATHCOMMUNITY RATE
BBQ (NEW) $100.00 $50.00 $100.00 No Charge 2 days
Quad Mount (rope wick) $50.00 $10.00 $25.00 No Charge 2 days
Hand Held (rope wick) $50.00 $10.00 $25.00 No Charge 2 Days
Push/Pull Roller Applicator $50.00 $10.00 $25.00 No Charge 2 Days
Rotowiper (3) $150.00 $75.00 $150.00 No Charge 2 days
Community Centre $50.00 $50.00 $100.00 No Charge 2 days
Corral Panels $50.00 $50.00 $100.00 No Charge 2 days
Eco Bran Applicator $50.00 $50.00 $100.00 No Charge 2 days
$50.00
Extra Hose (if rented by itself) $1.00 $5.00 $1.00
Grain Bag Extractor $350.00 $350.00 $700.00 No charge 2 days
Grain Bag Roller $50.00 No charge No Charge No Charge 2 days
Grain Bagger & truck unloader. $350.00 $350.00 $700.00 No Charge 2 days
Grain Vac $400.00 $200.00 $400.00 No Charge 2 days
Grills $50.00 $5.00 $25.00 No Charge 2 days
Land Leveller $260.00 $130.00 $130.00 No Charge 2 days
Loading Chute $50.00 $25.00 $50.00 No Charge 2 days
Manure Spreader $300.00 $150.00 $300.00 No Charge 2 days
Mulch Applicator $50.00 $25.00 $50.00 No Charge
Post Hole Auger $50.00 $25.00 $50.00 No Charge 2 days
Post Pounder $250.00 $125.00 $250.00 No charge 2 days
Rocl Picker $600.00 $300.00 $600.00 No Charge 2 Days
Rock Rake $600.00 $300.00 $600.00 No Charge 2 Days
Roller Mill $50.00 $20.00 $40.00 No Charge 2 Days
~ Bale Spear $100.00 $30.00 $150.00 No Charge 2 days
Scare Cannon $50.00 No Charge $50.00 No Charge
"SMOKE" Signs $60.00 No Charge No Charge No Charge
Backpack $50.00 No Charge No Charge No Charge
Quad Mounted $50.00 No Charge $50.00 No Charge 2 days
Quad Pull Type $50.00 No Charge $50.00 No Charge 2 days
Skidmount (3) $50.00 No Charge $50.00 No Charge 2 days
Truck Mount $200.00 $100.00 $200.00 No Charge 2 days
Sickle Mower $100.00 $50.00 $100.00 No Charge 2 days
Stage $50.00 No Charge No Charge No Charge
Steam Table $50.00 $5.00 $25.00 No Charge 2 days
Tables & Chairs $50.00 $1.00/table& $.50/Chair | $1.00/table& $.50/Chair No Charge 2 days
Toilets $100.00 $40.00 $100.00 No Charge 2 days
Tree Spade $300.00 $150.00 $300.00 No Charge 2 days
Wash Station $50.00 $10.00 $25.00 No Charge 2 days
Summer (April - Sept) $100.00 $75.00 $300.00 No Charge 2 days
Winter (Oct - March) $1,000.00 $200.00 $500.00 No Charge 2 days
Wire Roller $50.00 $25.00 $50.00 No Charge 2 days
Zero Till Drill $300.00 $300/20 feet $600/20 feet No Charge 2 days

updated August 3, 2016

F:\Agriculture\63-10 Ag Improvement\63-10-10 Rental_Equipmenf\Reports, Data, Forms, etc\rent & prices.xls

Updated: 8/03/162:52 PM



Clear [Hills County
Requesi For Degision (RiFD)

Meeting: Agricultural Service Board Mieeting
Meeting Date: August 8, 2016

Originated By: Al Fletcher, Agricultural Fieldman

Title: AGRICULTURAL FIELDMAN REPORT
File No: 63-10-02

DESCRIPTION:

At this time the Agricultural Fieldman will have an opportunity to present his report.

BACKGROUND / PROPOSAL:

ATTACHMENTS:

o Report

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

RESOLUTION by that the Agricultural Service Board accepts the August
8, 2016 Agricultural Fieldman report for information.

Initials show suppori - Reviewed by: Manager: AgFieldman:




Wolves -
Coyotes -
Beaver -

Sickle Mower ready to rent out.
Developing rental parts inventory.
Wire roller, good feedback.

Working on pesticide applicators course.
Reviewing 2015 weed inspections

Some 2016 weed notices were issued.

3 wood bins built.

Seasonal staff inspecting and spraying.

2 staff in the Chin area inspecting.

Staff rebuilding picnic tables. (rain days)

Last printed: Aug-04-16 2:12:00 PM



Clear [Hills County
Reguest For Decision (RFD)

Meeting: Agricultural Service Board Meeting
Meeting Date: August 8, 2016

Originated By: Al Fletcher, Agricultural Fieldman
Title: BOARD REPORTS

File No: 63-10-02

DESCRIPTION:

At this time the Board members will have an opportunity to present their reports.

BACKGROUND / PROPOSAL:

At this time the Board members will have an opportunity to report on meetings
attended and other agricultural related topics.

ATTACHMENTS:

o Chair Harcourt written report

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

RESOLUTION by that this Agricultural Service Board accepts the
Board members’ written or verbal reports of August 8, 2016 for information.

D
Initials show support - Reviewed by: Manager: AgFieldmanM
_ & L



Brian Harooui’t

From: star harcourt <erharc@hotmail.com>
Sent: July-31-16 3:06 PM

To: Audrey Bjorklund

Subject: Field Day Fairview Research Farm

There was a good turnout even with the rain.

The farm features about 100 plots of various wheats, barleys, corns,
all these mixed with a cocktail of alfalfas, grasses, turnips, kale, forage brassica, etc.
I strongly recommend anyone in the cattle businéss to visit the farm,
have a little spare time, look the plots over and take pictures and notes.

Harcourt.
From: star harcourt <erharc@hotmail.com>
Sent: ‘ _ July-31-16 3:49 PM
To: Audrey Bjorklund
Subject: Pasture Walk...PCBFA the Host.

Seminar held at the Legion Hall in Grimshaw.
Walk held at Farron Steffen's farm.

Guest speakers..KeIIy Sidoryk...Lloydminster AB,
and Karin Lindquist...AF, Edmonton.

Kelly spoke on cocktail grazing to improve the for the future.

She recommends a sanfoin (AC Mountain View) be added to the alfalfa

brome mix to help mitigate bloat. 40% grass, 40%alfalfa, 20% sanfoin.

2nd and 3rd years the plant produces seed an the grazing animals punchs them into the ground.
Seeds grow better in soils of Ph of +6.

fungi (sugars) supply the plants with a food source.

Grazing should not be more than 50% of the stand.

Karin spoke on Holistic Management.
Whole farm/ranch management.

You should never be so busy that you don't have time to think of what you are doing.
Why...How...What...Work smarter not harder.

Does your action address the root cause of any problem you may have?

Do you have link? '

There is a worthwhile course on Holistic Management available, call 310 farm.

Harcourt.



Clear [Hills County
Requesi [Fer Decision (RFD)

Meeting: Agricultural Service Board i¥ieeting
Meeting Date: August 8, 2016

Originated By: Al Fletcher, Agricultural Fieldman

Title: INFORMATION & CORRESPONDENCE
File No: 63-02-02

DESCRIPTION:

The board is presented with correspondence for review.

BACKGROUND:

Attached are documents for the Board's information:

ATTACHMENTS:

o

Dave Bannow — Organic Conference written report (63-10-20)

Alberta Agriculture & Forestry - ASB 2016 grant notification letter (63-10-02)
VSI Services (1980) Ltd — Second Quarter report letter (63-10-40)

Forage Facts — PCBFA - July 2016, Volume 12, Issue 138 (63-10-20)

o

(o]

]

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

RESOLUTION by that this Agricultural Service Board receives the
information & correspondence of August 8, 2016 as presented.

Initials show support - Reviewed by: i¥ianager: AgFieIdman:ﬁ(
e ZéL
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Ag TiCUHU re Agriculture Grants Program Branch

"p B d :
w g 2" Floor, J.G. O’'Donoghue Bldg.
!Ele/y and Forestr 7000 — 113 Street
\/é : /&L‘ Y Edmonton, AB T6H 5T6
Phone: 780-427-4213

www.agriculture.alberta.ca

July 11, 2016

Mr. Brian Harcourt, ASB Chair
Clear Hills County

Box 240

Worsley, AB TOH 3WO0

Dear Mr. Harcourt:

| am pleased to advise you that your Agricultural Service Board (ASB) has been approved for
an allocation of $225,359.46 for the 2016 grant year. This amount includes $168,359.46 for
the Legislative Funding Stream and $57,000.00 for the Environmental Funding Stream. This
amount is the entire amount for the 2016 grant year.

Please contact the ASB Program office directly if you have any questions regarding the grant
allocation at (780) 427-4213.

Sincerely,

Doug Macaulay, ASB Program Manager
Agricultural Service Board Program

cc: Al Fletcher, Agricultural Fieldman
Allan Rowe, CAO
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V.S.I. SERVICES (1980) LTID BOX 202
A nonprofit organization providing veterinary care in Alberta FAIRVIEW, AB TOH 110

PH 780 835 4531

July 26, 2016
RECFIVED

Mr. Allan Rowe, CAO o
Clear Hills County JUL 29 7655
Box 240 .
Worsley, AB TOH 3W0 CLEAR FULLS COUNTY
Dear Allan
I am sending this letter as a follow up to the second quarter report of VSI expenditures,
for your jurisdiction, that was e-mailed to and

Following is an estimate of your current VSI account status:

Claims Payments Balance
Jan. 1, 2016 $
Payments in 2016 $43,900 40,161
First Quarter $ 9,388 30,733
Second Quarter A 19,577 11,196

Note:  The above table does not include your share of administration fees or
investment income for the first six months of 2016.

Your claims for the first half of 2016 are $8,660 (42.6%) higher than for the same period
in 2015. Your claims for the last half of 2015 came to $11,817. If the 42.6% increase
continues for the rest of the year your claims for the rest of 2016 will be approximately
$16,851 resulting in a deficit of approximately $5,700 not including administrative costs.

It appears that only about $1,300 of your increased costs are due to removing the limits
on the number of semen tests that would be covered. As anticipated you will likely have
to add to your V.S.I. contributions for 2016.

If you have any questions or if you detect any érrors in the report or in my calculations in
this letter please let me know.

Yours sincerely

[ s, S

.M. Hehderson, Manager

cc Aaron Zylstra
Sarah Hayward
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The PCBFA Crew wishes you
a safe and trouble-free haying
season!

If you have any questions
about feed quality or would like
to send some hay out for feed

sampling, please feel free to
give us a shout in the Fairview
or High Prairie Offices!

What's the Brix on

o, ©  that Pasture??
L\ .

Do you have a refractometer in your

toolbox in your truck? Maybe you need
one! It is a neat tool that we can use to
measure the sugar levels in plants and
forages.

Refractometers have been used for years
in the food and processing industry for
quality control purposes, and now there
are nice, small hand-held modeis that we
can take to the field with us! All we need
is the refractometer and a garlic press like
what you'd use in

your kitchen!

The sampling pro- °
cess is quite simple!
You simply pick or
trim some plants N
that you would like ;
to test, roll them into
a ball in your hands
for a few seconds
and pop it in the
garlic press. These
handheld  models
work by placing
some juice from the
test plant onto the
glass prism at the
end of the unit. Once the plastic cover is
flipped over the juice and compresses the
juices, you can look through the looking
glass and measure the sugar content of
the forage. In the picture in the middle of
the page, we see a sample of a handheld
refractometer as well as a sample of the
reading that we can obtain from the tool.
Each scale on the refractometer relates to
one gram of sugar per 100 grams of
liquid.

o~

‘\—§¥,,,/
A refractometer and the Brix reading scale. Photo
via: highbrixgardens.com

So what is a “good” Brix measurement?
How can we incorporate it into our grass

and feed management?

Using Brix measurements in management
decisions actually started with beef
producers in the States a few years ago.
Brix is the measure of the total dissolved
solids in a liquid. Most of these dissolved
solids extracted from growing plants is
carbohydrates in the form of sucrose
sugar. The rest is simple sugars such as
glucose and fructose, as well as minerals.

If you were at our Grass Fed Beef

Workshop with Dr. Anibal Prodomingo

and Clayton Robins back in February, you

would have heard about the importance of

sugar content in forages and how it

' relates to gain. The

basic principle is that

FEREN plant sugars provide

-~ energy.  Therefore,

the higher the Brix

) reading, the higher

h the sugar content,

and should indicate a

higher nutritional
value in the plant.

From findings in the
US, Brix levels of
alfalfa are typically at
an average of 8, with
a reading of 22 being
considered excellent.
In cereals, 18 s
considered excellent
while 10 is a good average. Regardless of
the plant species, the highest energy lev-
els will always be in the lower stems and
leaves of the plant. In alfalfa, the absolute
highest brix levels come from the juice of
the blossoms.

Ancther observation, that we learned from
Nicole Masters at our workshop in June,
is that plants with a Brix level of 12 or
greater have improved resistance to dis-
ease and insect pressure! Nicole also re-
lated that healthy plants with high Brix
measurements are a result of healthy soil.

1
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If you are interested in learning more on how
soil health relates to plant health and higher
Brix readings, keep your eyes open for
another workshop with Nicole Masters later
on this year!

Dr Anibal Pordomingo
has done some work
relating Brix and for-
age quality in his
studies in Argentina.
He has found that the
best ration for finish-
ing cattle on grass
is when soluble car-!
bohydrates — sugars
— and crude protein
are balanced with
protein between 14-
18% and sugars be-
ing at least 15%. He
has also found that
young, vegetative
plants tend to be too
high in protein and:
too low in energy to "
provide good gains in -
a grass finishing
program. As plants approach the flowering
stage, they are in the peak of their sugar
production. So with this information, we can
stat to make informed management
decisions based on the sugar content in our
forages.

JE———

Research by the USDA Agriculture Research
Service out of Idaho has found that sugar
levels in growing plants are at their peak
around 6pm in the evening before sunset,
and at their lowest first thing in the morning.
This is because the plant has been photosyn-
thesizing all day, and has made itself a lot of
sugars. Overnight, these sugars will flow
down to the roots into the plant’s reserves.

At Utah State University, researchers
experimented with feeding two groups of
dairy cows rations of 40% alfalfa hay—one
cut early in the morning, and one cut in the
early evening. The cows that were on the
ration cut later in the day consumed 6 pounds

more per day of the ration and produced 7.5
pounds more milk than the group on the
morning cut hay. This increase in animal
performance can be related back to the
increased sugar content in the plants at the
- time of day the hay was
cut. These are exciting
results as we can also
use Brix readings for not
only making pasture
"rotation decisions, but
also harvest decisions!

I’'m sold! Where do | get
i my refractometer?

At PCBFA, we have a
hand-held refractometer
in our Fairview Office if
vou would like to have a
look at it or have one of
our staff show you how it
works. If you are really
sold on it, you can find
them online. They
typically start out at $120
and can be found at

Past Summer Student Taylor Iwasiuk taking Brix Readings

Digital refractometers are also on the market.
They are more pricy, starting at around $550
and can be found online at

Refractometers can also be found on
Amazon.

When purchasing a refractometer, since there
are many kinds of models that measure a
variety of different dissolved solids, ensure
that you are purchasing a Brix refractometer.
For testing forages, also ensure that you are
getting a refractometer that has a scale that
can measure up to 30%. This is a good scale
to measure a variety of forages accurately.

If you have any questions regarding
refractometers or would like to try one out,
please give us a call in the Fairview Office!

Happy Brix-ing!

2
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By: Jen Allen

Although a couple months ago it seemed the Peace Country was in for
another dry season, Mother Nature has graced us with a lot of precipi-
tation! With that being said, it is important to remember that during all
weather conditions, whether it be dry or wet, there are precautions and
proper management practices to take in order to optimize the benefits
of our current abundant water supply.

When it comes to wet conditions, significant effects fo keep under your
radar are runoff and erosion, where both are fuelled by rainfall and
snowfall. When soil erosion from water occurs, sediments and nutri-
ents from fields, such as manure, are carried by the runoff causing
pollution to water sources (streams, rivers, lakes, and dugouts), or
leaching into groundwater sources. Such added nutrients from the
runoff lead.to the growth of undesirable aquatic plants and algae
blooms in the water (such as blue-green algae), and also causes oxy-
gen depletion. Water pollution can be harmful to livestock, fish, wildlife,
as well as humans. The vegetation along the banks of streams, rivers,
lakes or dugouts, known as riparian areas, are essential for filtering
these unwanted nutrients and sediments before they reach a water
source. Therefore, it is important to properly manage your current ri-
parian areas, or implement one into your system.

There are many benefits to maintaining a heaithy riparian area, includ-
ing: they act as a buffer system for both floods and droughts (conserve
water), filter nutrients and trap sediments before they reach down-
stream, reduce erosion and stabilize shorelines through plant root sys-
tems, and creating an abundance of vigorous forage, shelter, and wa-
ter for livestock and both aquatic and terrestrial wildlife. Deep-rooted
vegetation including trees (willows and poplars), shrubs and grasses
make up a good riparian area. [.eaving plant cover or crop residue in
your field also helps securing soils from erosive power prior to reach-
ing the riparian area.

Another significant practice to reduce erosion and runoff as a cattle
producer is proper range management, such as rotational grazing, and
planning for periods of rest on the landscape to assist in restoring and
maintaining a healthy riparian area. According to Cows and Fish,
these are the top four things to consider in proper range management:
“balance animal needs with available forage supply, distribute live-
stock evenly, avoid or minimize grazing the area during fragile or vul-
nerable periods, and provide effective rest during the growing season.”
Runoff can also be managed by constructing pathways using the land-
scape’s topography, such as a berm, ditch or constructed wetland, in
order to control the direction and/or speed of runoff and reduce nutri-
ent and sediment levels (see Figure 1).

If you have slumped shorelines, an absence in abundance of vegeia-
tion and wildlife, or murky looking water with sediment buildup, then
the health of your ripasian area is probably lacking. In order to improve
or manage your riparian area, it is first ideal to observe and evaluate
the current condition of it, then make improvements where needed and
continue to long-term monitor. Protecting your soils with vegetation
cover, such as a riparian area, assists in ensuring the sustainability of
your farm, water sources, and the overall environment. (ners agisre & Forestoy,

Cows and Fish)

Figure 1: Managing- Surface
Water Pathways

(via: BMPs Environmental Manual for Alberta
Farmsteads)
Be sure to check out PCBFA’s Whole Farm Water Planning events in August!
If you have any other questions regarding riparian areas, feel free to give us
a call at the Fairview office!
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